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               Economic Development & Tourism Advisory Committee (EDTAC) 
 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 
Location: County Hall, 2001 Sherwood Drive - Conference Center 1 – (CH-CC1) 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Present:       Bonnie Riddell   Councillor 
 Todd Banks   Committee Chair 
 Karim Giga   Committee Member 
 Len Shrimpton   Committee Member 
 Jerry Keller   Committee Member 
 Ian Large   Committee Member 
 Dave Quest   Committee Vice-Chair 
 Myron Dennis   Committee Member 
 Chase Walker   Committee Member 
 
 Randy Richards   Strathcona County, EDT 
 Tyler Westover    Strathcona County, EDT 
 
Absent:  Ken Lesniak   Committee Member 
 Gerald Gabinet   Strathcona County, EDT 
Guests:       
 
 
Purpose of meeting: Continue to determine the strategic direction of EDTAC, next steps and to inform 
EDTAC of recent, past and current activity. 

Meeting called to order at 5:42 PM 

1. Introductions 

2. Changes/Additions to the Agenda 
 Addition of agenda items 

- 9.1 Discussion re: Business Incubators 

- 9.2 Discussion re: Ag Master Plan 

- 9.3 Discussion re: BHI 

- 7.1 Interaction with Administration 

- 3.B Economic Developers of Alberta (EDA) Conference 

 Motion to accept the Agenda as amended 
- 1st – Jerry Keller 
- 2nd – Myron Dennis 
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- All in favour, motion carried. 

3. Organizational Items: 
 Adding agenda items 

- If you would like to add items to the agenda, it would be appreciated if they could 
be emailed 2 weeks in advance of the meeting in order for administration to 
better prepare to respond (unless it is an emergent item/issue).  The agenda is 
generally created and emailed to the group one week before the meeting.  

- ACTION* TW to inform the group on the outcome of the Carbon Tax discussion 
from the next Council Meeting. Could also be a discussion at the next EDTAC 
Meeting on June 16th. 

- ACTION* If EDT receives any information regarding the Greenpeace report (that 
is being released early next week), it will be forwarded to the committee.  This 
item could also be added as a discussion item for the next meeting. 

- ACTION* Forward any reports or information regarding new programs for 
Economic Development focussed areas to the committee.  This item could also 
be added as a discussion item for the next meeting. 

- Anytime someone receives something pertinent that they would like to share, 
please send it to Tyler and he will forward to the committee.  You can also reply to 
the email chain  

 Roundtable items outline 
- Keep Round Table comments to 2 minutes 
- Minimize questions during the round table in order to keep the meeting tight.  

Some discussions between you and someone else can be taken offline to ensure 
that we are mindful of time.  

 Event Calendar / Newsletter 
- The EDT Monthly Newsletter & Community Calendar on the website are great 

places to find out about pertinent upcoming events and items that you may be 
interested in.  On the Community Calendar you can find out about the MDP 
updates, etc. Please sign up for the EDT Newsletter if you have not already done 
so. As soon as you are signed up you will get the newsletter on an on-going basis. 

- The Mature Neighbourhood Strategy Open House is on April 27 & 28 in the 
Community Centre in Meeting Rooms 1 & 2.  Drop in anytime between 6:00 – 8:00 
p.m.  Please check the Community Calendar to confirm details and to also find 
dates for the next MDP event in June.  For residents who are not able to attend 
one of the open houses, we invite you to provide your input online. An online 
comment form and materials presented at the open houses will be posted to the 
project page from April 29 - May 15, 2016. 

 Interactions with Council 
- From our previous discussions, we would like to make sure that more formal 

discussions go back to council.  If there are any positions that we may have as a 
group, that we are having a bit of a report or statement document go back to 
Council.  Councillor Riddell may have an opportunity for that information to go 
back to council to discuss that even further if there is advice to be given from this 
group.  

- ACTION* Add – “How Council interacts with publicity /advertising and 
communicating to residents” as a discussion item for the next meeting. 

 3.B Economic Developers of Alberta (EDA) Conference (added) 
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- Randy spoke about the recent EDA (Economic Developers of Alberta) conference 

- Tyler Westover won the Young Economic Developer of the year award. 

4. Review Jan 21, 2016 Minutes 
- Motion to accept the minutes - 1st Motion - Chase Walker 
- 2nd – Jerry Keller 
- All in favour of accepting the minutes 
- Motion passed, 01/21/16 minutes accepted 

5. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 Scratch#5 – no business arising from previous minutes 

6. For EDTAC Consideration from Council: Pride of Strathcona Awards 

 Todd Banks turned Chair over to Dave Quest for this item. 
- Pride of Strathcona Awards is an annual awards program to recognize 

Strathcona County citizens for outstanding achievements and contributions.  
There has been a request or some consideration for the discussion of this 
group to add in a business component or business side of the awards i.e. 
celebrating a Strathcona County business and some of the service back to the 
community.  Does the committee think this is something that we should 
pursue as a group or maybe information back to Council? This would be an 
entirely new category, criteria has not been set at this point.  Councillor Riddell 
has been tasked to make a motion to open up the criteria and for Council to 
have that conversation as well with recommendations from this committee. 

- It was noted that the Chamber of Commerce does have their business awards 
and there was some concern that it would conflict with that.  

- Also mentioned that there are people that are not Chamber members that 
may be eligible that may have the opportunity to be celebrated. 

- ACTION* - Todd Banks to pass on the list of awards that are given at the 
Chamber Business Award event to Councillor Riddell. 

- Questions were “what and where is the value?” 
- Looking for some support for Councillor Riddell to take back and to say if there 

is some interest in having a category. Councillor Riddell suggested that she put 
forward as a motion for administration to go ahead and try to develop this, but 
to ensure that they get feedback from the Chamber and from this Advisory 
Council before committing or dismissing it.  

o Motion that Council will establish  a draft set of criteria for 
consideration from this committee and the Chamber of Commerce  

o  1st Motion – Ian Large 
o 2nd – Jerry Keller 
o All in favour Motion passed, Chair passed back to Todd Banks 

7. Economic Sector Analysis and Diversification Review 
 Randy presented to the group and explained what we are trying to accomplish. 
 Randy also provided an overview/demo on our GIS information and opportunities 

within. 
 Added: 7.1 Interaction with Administration 
 There will be some interaction and all Councillors will be interviewed as well the past 
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chairs of this committee and chamber presidents (approximately 20-25 people that have 
good understanding of this community).  If you can report back to any of those the 
opportunistic things that you can see.  These will be presented back to council as 
information.  

8. Overview of Homework – Strategy and Next Steps 
 Comments that came back ranged from quite strategic and at quite a high level to mid-

level to very detailed and very tactical.  Nothing wrong with any one range of those 
whatsoever, but reminding everyone part of our duties here as part of EDTAC is to 
maintain that we are staying at the strategic level providing view point and advice back 
to council on their strategies and making sure that they are achieving their goals.  After 
analyzing, came up with a simple solution.  Look at Council’s prioritized strategic goals 
(from Council’s strategic plan).  The highlighted areas from the analysis were:   

- Diversification of Petro-Chemical Businesses 
- High level promotion of Strathcona County 

 Item specific presentations/discussions will be communicated for each meeting. 
 Topic of the day is: “How do we work with the petrochemical businesses?”   

- What is our strategy?  How do we work with other governments? What are 
some items we may want to focus on as a group that we can revisit in 2017. 

  ACTION* Tyler to send out Council Prioritized Strategic Goals  to the committee (as per 
Councillor Riddell) 

 Consensus from the group to adopt this plan to have major discussion topics for the rest 
of the year.  

9. Overview of information on heavy industrial activity 
 Tyler provided a high level overview on current activity. 
 ACTION* add/revisit Increase & Diversify Petrochemical Business for next meeting. 
 ACTION* Tyler to send out presentation to the group. 
 Added: 9.1 Business Incubators 

- A response back to Council is requested for all three add-on items (Business 
Incubators, AG Master Plan & BHI (also Council rep on 2 other committees – Ag 
Services Board and BHI ) 

- Discussion ensued re: potential provincial incubator opportunity (short time 
frame = 10 days) & Tech Edmonton. 

 ACTION*  Councillor Riddell to discuss Business incubators with Jerry Keller 

 Added: 9.2 Discussion re: Ag Master Plan 
 Currently have the Urban Ag Strategy out there for feedback, please visit the website. 

 ACTION* Tyler to invite Joel Gould from TAS to attend the June 16th meeting and to 
speak about the Ag Master Plan and the roll-out of the initiative. 

 There are economic opportunities that we need to be looking at. 

 Added: 9.3 Discussion re: BHI 

 We did receive our Biosphere designation.  We are working on planning, research and 
monitoring.  We now have to align our strategic plan & policy to UNESCO’s (once you get 
a biosphere and reserve, you have to annually re-certify to maintain your designation). 

 A Nature Based Tourism Group has been created and is the first of its kind.  

 Tyler has been communicating with the Tourism Working and Implementation Group to 
determine the opportunities for the areas.  A meeting has been set up with a 
representative from the working group and with Brenda as well to determine what are 
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the opportunities for someone who is interested in tourism opportunities or building a 
business within the area, what the confines and restrictions are and if we could help out 
with that somehow.  

 ACTION* Tyler to get more information and present that to the group and see if there 
are any bylaws, policies or procedures put in place that we should work towards. 

 ACTION*  add to September meeting agenda 
 

10. Roundtable Discussion 
11. Adjourn @ 8:36 pm 

 Motion to adjourn - Jerry Keller 
 1st – Jerry Keller 

 
Next Meeting Date: June 16, 2016 – 5:30pm – 8:30pm (CH-CC1) 
 
Remainder of the EDTAC 2016 Scheduled Meetings: September 15, November 17 & final meeting 
on November 22nd. 
 
ACTION LIST: 

RE: For EDTAC Consideration from Council: Pride of Strathcona Awards 

Motion that Council will establish a draft set of criteria for consideration from this committee and the 
Chamber of Commerce  

 1st Motion – Ian Large 
 2nd – Jerry Keller 

 ACTION: Tyler to inform the group on the outcome of the Carbon Tax discussion from the next 
Council Meeting. Could also be a discussion at the next EDTAC Meeting on June 16th. 

 ACTION: Tyler - If EDT receives any information regarding the Greenpeace report (that is being 
released early next week), it will be forwarded to the committee.  This item could also be 
added as a discussion item for the next meeting. 

 ACTION: Tyler - Forward any reports or information regarding new programs for Economic 
Development focussed areas to the committee.  This item could also be added as a 
discussion item for the next meeting. 

 ACTION: Tyler - Add – “How Council interacts with publicity /advertising and communicating to 
residents” as a discussion item for the next meeting. 

 ACTION: Todd Banks to pass on the list of awards that are given at the Chamber Business Award 
event to Councillor Riddell. 

 ACTION: Tyler to send out Council Prioritized Strategic Goals  to the committee (as per Councillor 
Riddell) 

 ACTION: Tyler - add/revisit Increase & Diversify Petrochemical Business for next meeting. 
 ACTION: Tyler to send out his presentation to the group. 
 ACTION: Councillor Riddell to discuss Business Incubators with Jerry Keller 
 ACTION: Tyler to invite Joel Gould from TAS to attend the June 16th meeting and to speak about the 

Ag Master Plan and the roll-out of the initiative. 
 ACTION: Tyler to get more information and present that to the group and see if there are any 

bylaws, policies or procedures put in place that we should work towards. 
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 ACTION: Tyler - add BHI discussion to September meeting agenda 

 


