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Keeping you informed

Message from your Mayor and Councillors
Local and regional priorities a focus of Council

We hope you enjoy this edition
There’s more inside, from the winning entries (rural 
and urban) in the Buzz around Strathcona County 
photo contest, to the mature neighbourhood 
overlay, to upcoming events, and seasonal hours for 
the Broadview Enviroservice Station.

As with most years, fall is a busy time for Strathcona 
County – administration and Council alike. Much of 
the year’s hard work comes to fruition, as we complete 
roadway construction, and open new facilities; new 
programing begins, as we prepare for the fall and 
winter seasons, and; of course, our attention turns to 
the next year’s budget. 
This year, we have seen added to the mix some 
important regional discussions, as we work 
collaboratively with our neighbouring municipalities 
to address growth pressures. 
Following are a few examples of upcoming and 
recently completed initiatives.
Opening new facilities, such as the Emerald Hills 
Leisure Centre, is one of the more rewarding duties to 
which we look forward. 

Community Talk
As your mayor and ward councillors, a large part of 
our role is to keep a pulse on Strathcona County, so we 
can support administration in planning and delivering 
current and future needs of our residents. This involves 
examining what is working well for our residents, and 
more importantly, identifying any gaps that exist. 
Beginning October 18, 2016, Strathcona County is 
rekindling discussions around the County’s Social 
Sustainability Framework, adopted in 2007. 
Much has changed since 2007, including a 16 per cent 
increase in population, increased diversity, and changing 
community connections. Residents are also experiencing 
an Alberta-wide economic downturn, which has 
increased the need for local social supports. We are 
hearing about the emotional impacts the economy 
is having on families, friends and neighbours in the 
forms of anxiety, fear and anger. The need for strong, 
coordinated social supports has never been greater. 
Community Talk is part of renewing the social 
framework. The framework has four defined purposes, 
including: creating a shared vision of social priorities 
in Strathcona County, clarifying outcomes and roles, 
coordinating activities and aligning policies, and 
providing overall direction to social planning and 
decision making.
During the initial phase of engagement, residents, 
associations, support agencies, businesses – anyone 
interested in creating a supported, safe and connected 
community - are encouraged to take part in building 
the new social framework via a survey (available online 
or hard copy) or by hosting their own community 
conversations. Strathcona County staff will also be 

inviting feedback at various public events and facilities 
until the survey closes December 31, 2016. 
Phase two of the framework renewal, taking place 
in January and February, involves Strathcona 
County reviewing and reporting on the first round 
of engagement themes. Phase three involves deeper 
community discussions on the findings to form the 
basis of the renewed social framework. Phase four 
includes presenting the draft framework to Council by 
the end of May 2017.
We know the solution isn’t as simple as one single 
answer to a math problem. Rather, the solution 
involves collectively addressing the social needs of the 
community in an agile and responsive manner. We 
believe a strong social support system will evolve out 
of our shared passion for people, as we work together 
towards the ultimate goal of seeing people become the 
best version of themselves. 
We can tell you one thing for certain – the County 
alone cannot change the social and community 
outcomes for all. This kind of work is successful when 
many of us, from different walks of life – business 
partners, non-profit and faith-based groups, residents 
and all levels of government - come together to create 
a collective vision for our shared future.
It starts with open and honest community talk. And 
it begins with you. I encourage you to watch a three-
minute video that challenges some assumptions people 
may have about those living in our community. 
Afterwards, please take a few minutes to complete a 
short survey to get the conversation started.  
www.strathcona.ca/communitytalk or 780-464-4044. 

Growth plan receives CRB approval

On October 13, the Capital Region Board (CRB) 
voted 22 to two in favour of approving the Edmonton 
Metropolitan Region Growth Plan - Re-imagine. Plan. 
Build. 
This plan will now be sent to the Alberta government 
for approval. If approved, it will replace the Growing 
Forward Plan, which has been in place since 2010. 
The Edmonton Metropolitan Region Growth Plan is 
a great plan to build on, to set the conditions for – the 
roadmap; if you will, for the region over the next 30 
to 50 years.
The Growth Plan Update Task Force, which I 
chaired, was made up of elected officials, regional 
technical advisors and CRB administration. The task 

continued on next page…

Your community

County’s open data best  
in its class

Strathcona County has earned the “Small City, Big 
Impact” award, ranking highest in the 2016 Open 
Cities Index among cities with a population under 
100,000.
In an announcement from the Public Sector Digest 
(PSD) in partnership with Canada’s Open Data Exchange 
(ODX), Strathcona County placed in the top 10 of all 
municipalities in the country for 2016. It moved up three 
positions to rank 6 out of 68 municipalities. 
Open data is about convenient, free and open access 
to government information. Data is made available in 
machine-readable formats for everyone to use, reuse and 
redistribute at no charge. The data can be repurposed 
for new solutions and improvements, transformed into 
useful products and services that add value (mobile 
apps), or used for research and analysis.
The County scored points on improved open data 
governance, for its action plan and resource commitment, 
and for developing an Open Data Policy for Council 
approval this fall. In terms of implementation, the 
County increased the number of published data sets from 
150 to 225, or by 33 per cent over last year.  
Points were also scored on impact, recognizing 
accessibility and use of the County’s open data has 
grown and shown benefits within the organization 
and for the community. Strathcona County has also 
been active involving the community through library 
sponsored education series, presenting within the 
region, and supporting local entrepreneurs.  
More local businesses are using open data as part of their 
daily operations. The County’s Open Data Coordinator 
regularly receives requests from engineering firms, schools, 
store owners, and developers who want to access some 
specific data or enhance a currently available data set. 
Many housing-related businesses are accessing the building 
permits data that is updated nightly. Reference data 
such as park locations and amenities, pathways, census, 
infrastructure and land imagery are also in high demand.
The complete 2016 Open Cities Index results report is 
available at www.publicsectordigest.com

Strathcona County launched its Open Data Portal in 
2014. The public can access the County’s Open Data 
Portal at www.strathcona.ca/opendata.
If the public or businesses have ideas or see 
opportunities in using the data, or need assistance, email 
opendata@strathcona.ca
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Strathcona County

L to R: Councillor Carla Howatt, Ward 4; Mayor Roxanne Carr; 
Councillors Dave Anderson, Ward 2; Brian Botterill, Ward 3; 
Vic Bidzinski, Ward 1, and Linton Delainey, Ward 6.

Strathcona County Mayor, Roxanne Carr, and St. Albert Mayor, 
Nolan Crouse, sign CRB growth plan
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force began the process of updating this plan and 
responding to the pressures of growth in a complex 
and ever-changing environment. The intent of the 
task force was to: build on the established base of 
the first plan, and focus on ensuring that our region 
would be globally competitive, while maintaining 
the uniqueness of our individual communities. 
We consulted stakeholders throughout the process 
to ensure that the interest of multiple groups were 
represented, and that Councils, business, academia, 
agriculture and environmental groups, other levels of 
government and citizens were aware and engaged.
The task force also considered best practices among 
regions of a similar size and context, and the 
diversity of perspectives, interests and needs – of all 
our citizens in every corner of our region.
Our region is a strong economic contributor – to the 
24 municipalities that make it up, to the province 
and to Canada. In fact, we already represent almost 
30 per cent of the province’s gross domestic product.
The Edmonton Metropolitan Region is forecast to 
grow from 1.2 million to 2.2 million people and 
725,000 to 1.2 million jobs by 2044. The growth 
plan recommends density targets, future country 
residential development with principles and policy 
around protecting prime agricultural land. 
The plan attempts to ensure the right balance 
between responsible growth and protecting 
agricultural land. Two new areas of policy provided 
a framework for agriculture and economic 
competitiveness and employment, which are key to 
the future success of our region.  
The economic downturn could influence the timing 
of population and job forecasts; regardless, we do 
have plans in place to manage growth in a planned 
and responsible way. The plan also contains an 
integrated implementation plan with a more robust 
set of performance indicators to enable monitoring 
and reporting on meaningful action and results.
The plan encourages responsible growth and 
collaboration on a regional level, enabling all of us 
to reap considerable benefits by managing growth. 
Based on the timeframe and density targets described 
in this plan, the region as a whole could also save 
almost $5 billion on infrastructure and land costs. 
The new density targets also represent a regional 
savings of 250 quarter sections of land. 
The importance of these future savings in money 
and land cannot be emphasized enough as we look 
to the future with its increased demands on our 
infrastructure and our agricultural lands. I am happy 
to report that Strathcona County has had a voice at 
the table and in the development of this plan.

Budget 2017
Council is heading into its annual budget 
deliberations. Leading up to these discussions, 
administration has put a great deal of effort into 
applying a priority-based lens to ensure we deliver 
the right programs and services, at the correct levels, 
and at the appropriate cost. 
Priority-based budgeting, or PBB, is a new strategic 
tool for Strathcona County. We are one of only a 
few municipalities in Canada to adopt the PBB 
approach, which ensures all decisions are viewed 
through a priority lens.  
We are also looking at efficiencies - how we can 
reduce costs without compromising the programs 
and services our community needs. This is possible 
by playing to our strengths, capitalizing on 
opportunities, and actively addressing challenges.
Based on my initial review of the budget documents, 
I’m confident the 2017 budget will show that we 
continue in a positive direction. I invite you to 
witness our budget discussions in Chamber, in 
person or via the webcast. You will see how creating a 
bright future for our citizens means keeping a strong 
focus on our priorities.

Mayor Roxanne Carr

…continued from front page
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PASSPORT

A brief history
How did Strathcona County evolve into the 
specialized municipality we know today?
The tale – a history lesson in itself – took many twists 
and turns as higher levels of government scrambled to 
keep up with the changing needs of a rapidly growing 
population across the Canadian prairies. 
Following are a few of the highlights of that journey:

• In the late 1700s and early 1800s, the lure to 
the Europeans involved furs. 

• Treaty 6 lands were opened up to settlement 
in the 1880s. Clover Bar was the first area 
south of the North Saskatchewan River in the 
Capital Region to be settled. Once the first 
homesteaders took up land on the southern 
bank in 1881, word spread fast of the good 
black soil here, and by the mid-1890s, much of 
the land in the Clover Bar area was claimed.

• The establishment of law and order in 1875, 
and the first railway in 1891 aided early pioneer 
settlement, as did plentiful supplies of coal and 
timber. 

• Soon residents of the Clover Bar area petitioned 
the territorial government to organize as a 
district, and in April 1893 the area of Township 
53, Range 22, West of the 4th Meridian was 
declared as Statute Labor and Fire District No. 
2, an area of 36 square miles. This was the first 
such district to form in what is now Alberta, and 
was our first step along the journey to municipal 
self-governance.

Strathcona Wilderness Centre — Sabina Banu Sadie at Fire Station #6  — Amy Dieser

• The Local Improvement Ordinance of 1903 
doubled the Clover Bar district from 108 
square miles to 216 square miles, and placed 
decisions on revenue and expenditures in the 
hands of local elected councils.

• By 1905, when Alberta became a province 
and its population was booming, the province 
enlarged the districts. 

• The Municipal District Act of 1918 forced 
local improvement districts to organize as rural 
municipalities. 

• The 1950s and ’60s brought further change. 
Following the discovery of oil at Leduc in 1947, 
the provincial government agreed to industrial 
development in the region. Strathcona stepped 
up to the plate; it developed Refinery Row and 
established a satellite community nearby to 
house its growing workforce. 

• The first model homes in Campbelltown, later 
named Sherwood Park, were built in 1955-56.

• The fertile fields of Clover Bar were the 
foundation of a hearty agricultural economy. 
Successful farms meant communities flourished. 
Sherwood Park’s population grew to 25,000+ in 
its first 20 years, beginning Strathcona’s evolution 
into a combined urban and rural community. 

• After using the name County of Strathcona for 
25 years, in 1988 the municipality informally 
updated its name to Strathcona County, and 
the name became official in 1995.

• On January 1, 1996, Strathcona County was 
incorporated as a Specialized Municipality. 

Community Heritage

County celebrates 20 years as a  
specialized municipality
For Strathcona County, 2016 marks 20 years as a 
specialized municipality. 
As a specialized municipality, Strathcona County 
practices a regional approach to governance, balancing 
the needs of residents living in the urban centre of 
Sherwood Park with those living in rural areas on 
active farms, in country residential subdivisions, 
and in the rural hamlets. These include Antler Lake, 
Ardrossan, Collingwood Cove, Half Moon Lake, 
Hastings Lake, Josephburg, North Cooking Lake and 
South Cooking Lake.
Although Strathcona County observes only two 
decades as a specialized municipality, its governance 
history reaches back to the late 1800s when the federal 
government began its western settlement program. 
Located on Treaty 6 and Métis Nation Region 4 lands, 
Strathcona County morphed from the homesteads of 
early settlement times, to growing districts to a sizeable 

rural municipal district in 1950 that bordered the city 
of Edmonton to the south and the east.

In celebration of this anniversary, 
the County held the Buzz around 
Strathcona County contest. 
From June to August residents were 
invited to pick up a summer passport 
and take photos at 20 points of 
interest in Strathcona County. Two 

winning photos were chosen from 137 entries: 
• Amy Dieser won for her photo of Sadie at Fire 

Station #6 
• Sabina Banu won for her photo of the 

Strathcona Wilderness Centre. 
The winning photos were displayed at the grand 
opening of Emerald Hills Leisure Centre and the 
grand re-opening of Glen Allan Recreation Complex 
on October 1.
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If you live on a collector road in Sherwood Park, there 
are Snow Route signs on your street. This means that 
snow route parking bans can be declared on your 
street anytime between October 1 and April 30. 
Snow route parking bans will be declared on these 
streets at least 24 hours before crews need to clear the 
snow. 
Residents are encouraged to sign up for the 
Strathcona County Alert system to receive parking 
ban notifications by email, text and/or phone call. If 
you have already signed up for SC Alerts, make sure 
you have chosen Snow Route Parking Ban option 
under the public notifications.
For more information, visit  
www.strathcona.ca/winterroads

Avoid a tow! 
Sign up to stay in the know

County initiatives
County opens three recreation facilities

Tap water delivers
If only the water faucet could talk to us. It might 
remind us how often we turn to it for safe water to 
drink, to wash our clothes, to prepare our food and to 
provide us with the everyday quality of life we enjoy. 
It might remind us that the water pipes below our 
streets make so many everyday conveniences possible. 
Only tap water delivers public health protection, fire 
protection and the overall quality of life we enjoy. 
Our job is to ensure that your water keeps flowing not 
only today, but well 
into the future.

Pipes and infrastructure
We are committed to providing safe, clean, reliable 
water for you. Your water bills pay to keep our 
community tap water safe, reliable and there for 
us—24/7.

• Utilities water and wastewater staff are some of 
the best trained in the province and they work 
hard to keep our water pipes, reservoirs and 
other water infrastructure in excellent shape.

• Our water is tested multiple times a day to make 
sure it is safe.

• Maintaining, repairing and replacing a vast 
network of underground pipes is a worthwhile 
investment. As our community ages, we will 
need to replace many of the water pipes that run 
below our streets and water meters in our homes.

Fire protection
A well-maintained water system is critical in 
protecting our community from fire. 

• Our over 2,500 fire hydrants are tested twice a 
year to make sure they are in working order. And 
if they are used during an emergency, they are 
inspected afterward to make sure they are ready 
for use again. 

Our goal is to make sure there’s an adequate supply 
of safe water to meet your day-to-day needs—and 
an abundant supply in the event of a fire or other 
emergency. 

Quality of life
It is easy to take for granted that safe water is always 
accessible to drink, to wash our clothes, to water our 
lawns and for a number of other purposes. When 
water service is interrupted, we’re all reminded of the 
extraordinary value our water service provides.
We are all responsible for taking care of our water 
resources.
It’s all part of our commitment to serve you and 
everyone in our community.
Only tap water delivers. 
780-467-7785
www.strathcona.ca/tapwater

This fall, Strathcona County celebrated 
the grand openings of three recreation 
facilities. 
On Saturday, September 17 the Emerald 
Hills Sports Pavilion opened with free 
family fun and activities on the County’s 
only artificial turf field. Highlights of 
the day included bubble soccer, giant 
dodgeball, a workout in support of 
Everybody Gets to Play™ and lunch at 
some local food trucks. Located at 4501 
Emerald Drive, Sherwood Park, the 27-
acre park site features exciting amenities 
including a FIFA II certified artificial 
turf field, a grass sports field and two ball 
diamonds. 
On Saturday, October 1 Strathcona 
County celebrated the Grand Opening 
of the Emerald Hills Leisure Centre and 
the Grand Re-Opening of Glen Allan 
Recreation Complex. To celebrate the 
openings, both Emerald Hills Leisure 
Centre and Glen Allan Recreation 
Complex offered free admission for 
October 1 and 2. 
Emerald Hills Leisure Centre, Strathcona 
County’s newest swimming pool features 
a 6 lane - 25 meter pool, a 4 lane - 25 
meter adjustable depth pool, a kids’ 
teach pool, a whirlpool and steam room 
as well as family and specialty change 
rooms. This brand new pool also features 
full accessibility. 
The highly anticipated re-opening of 
the modernized Glen Allan Recreation 
Complex showed off the facility’s 
expanded wellness centre, racquet 
courts, concrete curling floor with new 
accessibility, updated curling lounge, 
new group fitness studios and improved 
accessibility.

Councillors, the province and facility user groups were all on hand to 
celebrate the revitalization and reopening of the Glen Allan Recreation 
Complex.  

The new Emerald Hills Leisure Centre features a fully accessible pool.

New weight training room at the modernized Glen Allan Recreation 
Complex
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Twitter: @StrathcoCounty

Facebook: facebook.com/strathcona.county

YouTube: youtube.com/strathconacounty

eNewsletters: strathcona.ca/enews

2001 Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, Alberta  T8A 3W7

780-464-8111
www.strathcona.ca
info@strathcona.ca

Connect with us…

ASK
IT

REPORT
IT

TRACK
IT

— your online window to service —
www.strathcona.ca/countyconnect

Your community 

Mature Neighbourhood Overlay in effect November 1
Council approved the Mature Neighbourhood 
Overlay in September, following extensive public 
engagement and planning on the future of older 
neighbourhoods in Sherwood Park. 
The overlay provides additional regulations under 
the Land Use Bylaw, which respect and maintain 
the overall character of mature neighbourhoods. It 
includes regulations on height, setbacks, site coverage, 
and architectural design elements. Neighbourhoods 
within the overlay include; Mills Haven, Glen Allan, 
Brentwood, Maplewood, Maple Grove, Sherwood 
Heights, Broadmoor Estates, Woodbridge Farms, 
Westboro, and Village on the Lake. 
The overlay is the result of the Mature 
Neighbourhood Strategy. We are grateful to the  
Citizens’ Task Force, who provided valued guidance in 

developing the public engagement strategy for phase 
two of the project. 
To gain an understanding of overall character 
in the mature neighbourhoods, an Urban Form 
and Architectural Character Assessment was also 
undertaken at the beginning of phase two. Guidance 
from the Citizens’ Task Force, the architectural 
character assessment and input from overall public 
engagement helped inform the new regulations 
within the overlay. 
Live in a mature neighbourhood and planning to 
build in the near future? Contact Planning and 
Development Services to learn more about the 
overlay in relation to your project, or visit our website 
to review the overlay and learn more. 
www.strathcona.ca/pds. 

Upcoming Events
Remembrance Day Service
Friday, November 11, 2016
11 a.m.
Millennium Place, 2000 Premier Way, Sherwood Park
Please be seated by 10:30 a.m.

Celebration of Lights
Saturday, November 19, 2016
3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Community Centre, 401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park

www.strathcona.ca/departments/recreation-parks-and-
culture/special-events/celebration-lights/

Kick off the holiday season at Strathcona County’s 
Celebration of Lights Festival. Remember your 
donation for the Strathcona County Food Bank. 
Enjoy a FREE afternoon full of magical and 
unforgettable activities! At 5 p.m. join Santa and the 
Mayor as the magic of the season comes alive with the 
digital Christmas tree and community holiday lights 
outside the Community Centre. 
Road closures will be in effect on Festival Avenue and 
Festival Lane from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on November 
19. Parking will be restricted on Festival Avenue and 
Festival Lane prior to the road closure. Free parking 
is available in the Community Centre underground 
parkade and at Festival Place.

Christmas in the Heartland 
Presented by the Josephburg Agricultural Society
November 26-27
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Event times vary by venue, check website for details
www.josephburg-ag.ca
Welcome in winter with a trip to north Strathcona 
County with a driving tour of eight unique venues 
steeped in tradition. Local halls and churches will be 
filled with artists, ice carvings, nativity displays, sleigh 
rides, holiday carolling and more!
Bus tickets are available on Eventbrite for $5 each or 
$20 per family, while quantities last. Please contact 
Strathcona County, Economic Development and 
Tourism at 780-464-8095 for details.

Christmas in the Country
Saturday, December 3
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.strathcona.ca/countrychristmas

Get a start on your shopping at Christmas Markets 
in south rural Strathcona County. Experience sleigh 
rides, fun activities, delicious food and fireworks!
Please help decorate our mitten trees. All venues will 
be accepting new and hand-made toques, scarves, 
mittens and socks (all sizes) that will be donated to 
charitable organizations in our region.
Participating venues:  Ardrossan Memorial Hall, 
Antler Lake, Colchester, Deville/North Cooking 
Lake, Hastings Lake, Ministik Church, Ministik 
School, South Cooking Lake and a windup at South 
Contact Office from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
A bus departs from Bethel Transit Centre at 10 a.m. 
to tour all locations. Tickets are $5/person or $10/
family and can be pre-purchased at County Hall, 
Economic Development and Tourism. Further 
information: 780-922-1318 and 780-400-2165.

Seasonal hours at Broadview Enviroservice Station
Recycling services 
(recycling, yard waste, tire recycling) 
(until mid-April)

Enviroservice building 
(household hazardous waste, paint, appliances, 
electronics) (all year)

Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Closed

Thurs. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Fri. - Sun. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Statutory holidays Regular hours* Closed

*  Exception: Closed December 25, January 1, 
reduced hours December 24.

 Ardrossan Recycle Station remains open 24/7. 

Questions?  
 780-449-5514 
greenroutine@strathcona.ca 
www.strathcona.ca/recycle 

CP Holiday Train
Thursday, December 8 
5:00 p.m.
Moyer Recreation Centre in Josephburg

www.cpr.ca/holiday-train/canada

A free event, CP’s train of lights provides a platform 
to speak about the needs of North American food 
banks – and to generate greater awareness about 
the importance of heart health, CP launched “CP 
Has Heart” - encouraging those attending the event 
to donate heart healthy items, for everyone should 
have access to healthy, nutritious food. Bundle up 
and enjoy the boxcar concert with Dallas Smith and 
Odds. Bring food donations for local Food Banks.


