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Keeping you informed December 2013

Message from your Mayor and County Council

Together – staff, residents and Council – we are a 
team. Value your team. Serve each other with integrity 
and respect.  
Our path to success over the next four years rests upon 
a clear understanding of what we want to accomplish, 
and a clear plan to get us to that destination.
As Mayor, I will work with this Council to chart and 
crystallize that plan, to take this County in the right 
direction, to make our County one that everyone 
wants to live in – work in – partner with.  
To govern effectively with openness, honesty and 
transparency. 
For me, this speaks to increasing our accountability in 
how we spend and use your tax dollars. This stands for 
enhancing the ways in which our residents can engage in 
and access their local government. This means improved 
processes to enable citizens to influence change in the 
County, and to ensure rural citizens receive equitable 
opportunities to receive information and participate.
This challenges us to increase efficiency, strengthen 
customer service, cultivate business innovation, and 
empower our neighbourhoods, tapping upon their 
resources and strengths to increase our community’s 
capacity.
From a regional perspective, I look forward to the 
County being an active partner in the Capital Region, 
to create win-win solutions. Solutions that are good 
for the County and for the region. Solutions that 
enable all communities to thrive.

Election 2013
Working together to build a 
better community
The Swearing-In Ceremony October 29 saw 
Strathcona County welcome a new Mayor and 
four new Councillors, as well as four returning 
Councillors. For those unable to be there, I would 
like to share my comments at that event, as it sets the 
tone for our approach to the next four years. 

I am honoured and so very happy to pledge my 
commitment to represent the citizens of Strathcona 
County as your Mayor. I thank you all for being here 
today as we mark a new beginning; to build on the 
good work that has come before, and to forge ahead 
with a positive and innovative outlook. 
My congratulations to our newly elected Councillors 
and all returning Councillors. Thank you for your 
commitment to serve our great community. I look 
forward to working alongside you. 
I take this opportunity to thank everyone who was 
involved in the democratic process. The candidates 
who let their name stand, those who worked the 
election,  and most of all, to the people who took 
time to vote. 
Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group 
of thoughtful committed citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
We here today, as Strathcona County’s newest 
Council, have an opportunity to, like Margaret 
Mead’s small group of thoughtful committed citizens, 
change our world - for the better.
Last week I met with every Councillor. I asked what 
they heard on their journey through their wards. They 
answered: 

• Taxpayers want value for dollar. They ask us to 
be wise and to look carefully into the future as 
we plan and manage growth.

• As we look through the window of the future, 
they ask that we take care of our rich agricultural 
land, our environment.

• Plan for more schools in new neighbourhoods. 
• Guard the integrity of our mature 

neighbourhoods.  
• Be ever watchful over our quality of life.

You, my fellow elected officials, told me that our 
citizens have great expectations.
At the doors they told you, “We know we are 
fortunate. We know that Strathcona County is one of 
the best places to live in our nation.”
To my fellow elected officials I say conduct your 
actions through this term of four years as you did 
your campaign. Be focused. Uphold your values and 
your mission. Stick to your plan – your plan is to 
build a better community. 

LIVING. REFINED.

Today I stand here with your newly elected Council, 
determined to move forward to create a greater 
community for all. We will serve you with integrity, good 
judgment and respect. To you the citizens of Strathcona 
County, thank you for honouring us with your trust.

Since being sworn in, I have begun to implement 
my Nine in 90 Day plan; concrete initiatives that 
will help set the direction for this Council’s term. I 
recently shared some early progress in the local paper. 
I would also encourage you to check out my blog 
at www.mayorroxannecarr.com, as I plan to provide 
regular updates on the nine initiatives. Be part of the 
conversation. I welcome your comments and questions.
On behalf of my colleagues on Council, please accept 
our sincere best wishes for the upcoming holiday 
season. May this Christmas find you enjoying good 
cheer with family and friends, and looking forward to 
a happy, prosperous New Year.

Mayor Roxanne Carr

Strathcona County

We hope you enjoy this edition
There’s more news inside, from the FAQ on snow 
route signs, to an update on the Bremner project, to 
the history of horses in Strathcona County.

Strathcona County Council, clockwise from top: Vic Bidzinski, Ward 1; Paul Smith, Ward 5; Dave Anderson, Ward 2; Fiona Beland-Quest, 
Ward 8; Carla Howatt, Ward 4; Bonnie Riddell, Ward 7; Brian Botterill, Ward 3; Linton Delainey, Ward 6 and Roxanne Carr, Mayor
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Community initiatives 

Volunteers needed!  
Help a senior with snow removal 
The Snow Busters program matches eligible seniors 
with volunteers to assist with snow removal in urban 
and rural settings. Become a volunteer with Snow 
Busters or do your own “snow busting” and help 
a senior in your neighbourhood. This is an ideal 
opportunity for those who enjoy working outside, 
want to make a difference in the community and 
prefer a flexible volunteer schedule. 
To volunteer or to request help with your  
snow removal, call 780-464-4044 or visit  
www.strathcona.ca/snowbusters.

NEW snow route signs
If you live on a collector 
road in Sherwood Park, 
you may have noticed 
new “Snow Route – when 
declared” signs on your 
street. These signs have 
been installed as part 
of Strathcona County’s 
commitment to maintaining 
safe winter road conditions. 
Collector roads are 

important roadways that serve as public transit routes 
and distribute traffic from arterial roads to residential 
streets. Classified as priority 3 roads under the County’s 
Winter Maintenance Policy, the snow is cleared off 
these roads more often than other residential streets. 
To clear the snow properly, all vehicles need to be 
removed from the street.  In previous years, temporary 
no parking signs were used but this added time to the 
snow clearing process. Now, a temporary parking ban 
will be declared and residents will have 24 hours to 
remove vehicle(s). The parking ban will remain in effect 
until the snow has been windrowed and removed. 
All homes adjacent to collector roads should have 
received a letter outlining the change as well as 
information about where they can sign up for  
parking ban notifications. Residents with questions 
about permanent snow routes are encouraged to visit 
www.strathcona.ca/winterroads or call Transportation 
and Agriculture Services at 780-417-7100.

Frequently Asked Questions
How will Strathcona County notify residents when a 
parking ban is declared?
1. Snow Route Notice
 Residents living near collector roads can sign up to 

receive email alerts of temporary parking bans at 
www.strathcona.ca/winterroads.

2. NEW Snow Line
 Call the snow line at 780-400-2111 and listen to 

the automated message. This phone line is updated 
with current snow clearing efforts. It will also state 
if a parking ban is in effect.

3. Social Media
 Follow Strathcona County on Twitter and 

Facebook for regular updates.
4. Digital Signs
 Watch for digital signs on roadways that say 

“Parking Ban Declared on Permanent Snow 
Routes”.

5. Website
 Strathcona County’s website will state when a 

parking ban is declared. 

Where will the signs be placed?
Where possible, the signs were installed on existing 
posts and light posts. Any new posts will be placed 
along the property line and just off the sidewalk 
approximately every six homes.

How long will permanent snow route parking bans be 
in effect?
It will take up to eight days to windrow and remove the 
snow from all permanent snow routes in Sherwood Park.

The snow blowers removed the snow from my street. 
Can I park on the street again?
As soon as the snow has been removed, you can park 
your vehicle on the road.

What will happen if I am out of town when a parking 
ban is declared?
Please make arrangements to remove your vehicles 
from the road while you are out of town. If a parking 
ban is declared while you are away, your vehicle will be 
towed, and you will be issued a $250 ticket.

Which roads are permanent snow routes?
Visit www.strathcona.ca/winterroads for a full list of 
collector roads with permanent snow route signs.

Interactive winter maintenance maps
Helpful tools you can find at  
www.strathcona.ca/winterroads:

• Chip box location map: Chip boxes 
contain rock chips and are available in all 
neighbourhoods in Strathcona County for 
residents to use on icy sidewalks and driveways. 

• Winter road priorities: All roads are cleared 
based on a priority system. Sometimes you 
may hear us refer to these roads as priority 1, 
2, 3 or 4. Use this map to view the roads and 
their priority rating.

• Snow clearing progress: When snow clearing 
is required on collector roads (priority 3) and 
residential roads (priority 4) in Sherwood 
Park, a map will be posted so residents can 
track the progress.

Imagine Bremner – project update

In October 2012, Administration was directed by 
Council of the day to initiate a Growth Management 
Strategy, including timeline, for the Urban Reserve Area 
known as Bremner, located northeast of Sherwood Park.
The first step in the process involved meeting with 
landowners and other key stakeholders in the Bremner 
area to get a better understanding of where they stood 
with respect to the future of Bremner land. From 
there, the project was launched publicly under the 
name “Imagine Bremner”.  Community members 
were invited to help design the plan for this new 
community by attending visioning workshops last June; 
a presentation and open house was held in November.
Major themes that emerged from this process include 
the environment, housing, moving around, the 
economy, people, places, and agriculture.
“With this project we felt it was especially important 
to obtain direction from community members,” says 
Stacy Fedechko, director of Planning and Development 
Services. “We want to build a community worthy of 
our grandchildren, since they are the people who will be 
raising their families here and calling this area home.”
Using population projections obtained from the 
Capital Region Board, community needs have been 

projected for the area. These include facilities, such 
as schools, recreation centres, emergency services, as 
well as parkland, retail land and possible industrial 
land, for employment and economic needs. With these 
calculations, the County can now say that Bremner 
has more than enough land to meet growth demands 
through to 2074 and beyond.
“At the end of the day, this strategy will belong to all of us. 
In the future, we will be able to look back and be proud 
that we worked together to build a community that will 
be home to future generations,” says Sarah Feldman, 
senior planner and Imagine Bremner project manager.
Current plans for the remainder of the project include 
presentation of draft land use scenarios at a public 
open house, selection and presentation of a final land 
use scenario and a public open house to share the draft 
plan with the community. There will also be a final 
presentation to Council. The County hopes to wrap up 
this project by June 2014.
To keep the conversation about this project open on an 
ongoing basis a project blog is located at  
www.imaginebremner.wordpress.com. For more 
information on the project, visit the website at  
www.strathcona.ca/imaginebremner.

Staying connected this 
holiday season

Love to Play…in Ardrossan!
Have a preschooler? Be sure to check out the 
Ardrossan Recreation Complex to check out the 
brand new Love to Play Room this winter. Opening 
for registered programs and drop-in opportunities in 
January, this innovative new space features an airways 
exhibit, magnetic ball wall, 9-foot spaceship for 
painting, fort building to the extreme and more! 
For more information on preschool programs and 
drop-in opportunities in the Love to Play Room, 
check out the 2014 Winter Recreation Guide at  
www.strathcona.ca/registration or call 780-467-2211.

New airways exhibit in the Love to Play Room at the  
Ardrossan Recreation Complex
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Community initiatives
Business planning and budget… re-engineering
In 2013, work began to strengthen and simplify 
Strathcona County’s business planning and 
budget process. It will take a number of years to 
fully implement these changes. Some of the work 
underway to build the new process has provided 
improvements and immediate benefits in developing 
the 2014 Budget. 
For example, the business plan and budget information 
shares more of the “story” behind the numbers rather 
than the traditional budget reports, and overall the 2014 
Budget has been presented with greater strategic focus.

2014 Budget approval
At publication deadline, Strathcona County Council 
was wrapping up its discussions and consideration 
of the 2014 Budget recommendations. Preliminary 
numbers indicated a proposed municipal tax dollar 

increase will be equal to or less than the Municipal 
Price Inflation rate, estimated at 3.3 per cent for 2014.
Council is expected to approve the final 2014 Budget 
at its meeting on December 10, starting at 2 p.m. 
Council Meetings are held in Council Chambers in the 
Community Centre, 401 Festival Lane, Sherwood Park.
For 2014 Budget information and updates, visit  
www.strathcona.ca/budget.

Council Meetings are webcast live, or to catch  
up on all budget presentations and dialogue,  
citizens can watch the recorded webcasts at  
www.strathcona.ca/webcast.
As re-engineering of the business planning and budget 
process evolves, further improvements are expected, 
including increased and new approaches to public 
engagement opportunities. 

We are a ‘close knit’ 
Community!
During this past National Family Week (October 3 - 13), 
baskets with yarn were distributed around the County 
and residents were encouraged to take home a bag and 
knit a square for a blanket to help someone in need this 
winter. Strathcona County Family and Community 
Services received over 350 knitted squares! Two blankets 
were made and a third is in the works. Strathcona 
County extends a huge thank you to the community for 
donating their time and talent to help others in need.

Community Centre earns LEED® Gold

This fall the Strathcona County Community Centre was nationally recognized 
with LEED® Gold certification from the Canada Green Building Council 
(CaGBC). 
LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified buildings meet 
one of the highest environmental performance standards in the world, assessed on 
sustainable site development, materials selection, indoor environmental quality, 
energy efficiency, water efficiency, and innovation and design.
The Community Centre was long envisioned to be a model of sustainable 
development. Building design, technology and materials were chosen for greatest 
operating efficiency, cost effectiveness and benefit to the environment.
The Community Centre is “all systems green.” The building’s green features 
deliver a more efficient building to operate and demonstrate Strathcona County’s 
commitment to sustainability. Being a LEED® Gold building reduces our impact 
on natural resources, and provides a healthier place to work in and visit. 
From the construction phase, where waste was sorted for recycling and 
approximately 87 per cent diverted from the landfill, to material selection such 
as the Community Centre flooring made with 40 per cent recycled materials, to 
a rooftop rainwater collection system the allows reuse of storm water, to energy 
efficient smart lighting, these and many other green features scored LEED® Gold 
for the Community Centre.
Check out more Community Centre green facts and an online dashboard  
that displays live and historical building energy use data at  
www.strathcona.ca/allsystemsgreen.

To learn more about the Canada 
Green Building Council and 
LEED, visit www.cagbc.org.
Adding to this recognition, the 
Community Centre LEED® Gold 
achievement was named as a finalist 
in the category: Environmental 
Protection & Occupational 
Safety for the 2013 Chamber of 
Commerce Business Awards.  

Tanya Doran, executive director, Alberta 
Chapter, Canada Green Building Council, 
presents director Diehl Townsley with a  
certificate acknowledging the contributions 
of the Strathcona County Facility Services 
Department in achieving LEED® Gold for 
the Community Centre.
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Twitter: @StrathcoCounty

Facebook: facebook.com/strathcona.county

YouTube: youtube.com/strathconacounty

eNewsletters: strathcona.ca/enews

2001 Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, Alberta  T8A 3W7

780-464-8111
www.strathcona.ca
info@strathcona.ca

Community Heritage

Time travel by horse

Four-horse team pulling binder on Fred Lang’s farm in the 
Colchester area, 1938

— Glenbow Archives

Ferry at Fort Saskatchewan, 1906

—Glenbow Archives, NA-303-54

In 1875, the North West Territories Council authorized brothers 
Joseph and Francois Lamoureux to operate a toll ferry across the 
North Saskatchewan River, across from Fort Saskatchewan. Tolls 
were $.08 for foot passengers, $.20 for horse or mule and rider, 
and $.50 for a vehicle drawn by one animal plus a driver.

Coyote hunt, 1926
— Glenbow Archives

Coyotes and wolves were a nuisance, taking out sheep, older cattle 
and weaker horses. Some people use staghounds to chase down 
and kill coyotes. Others trapped or poisoned coyotes.

Buffalo drive at Elk Island Park, 1934

— Strathcona County Museum & Archives

North-West Mounted Police parade, G Division in drill order, c.1895

— Glenbow Archives

The North-West Mounted Police, formed to eradicate the whiskey 
trade and maintain law and order across Western Canada, chose 

a site for their new barracks at Fort Saskatchewan in 1874-75.

Hay wagon, date unknown

— Strathcona County Museum & Archives

Cutting ice from Boag Lake, circa 1910

— Strathcona County Museum & Archives

While horses are popular in Strathcona County 
today, they were essential to getting anything done 
in the early days of settlement. Horses now play 
largely a recreational role, while in the past, their 
role was pivotal in virtually every daily activity—
from agriculture to coal mining to building roads 
and railways, to just getting from place to place. 
Following are some examples:

• Early settlers transported essential household 
effects by wagons pulled by oxen or horses.

• Horses, essential to homesteading and early 
settlement, were used to:
- haul logs and firewood, water and ice, coal 

and gravel
- remove stumps and field rocks 
- plow, harrow and disc the fields 
- plant grain and cut hay
- pull hay wagons and hay binders
- dig wells
- herd livestock
- clear snow

• Horses hitched to buggies, wagons or sleighs 
provided the main means of transportation to 
school, church, market and neighbours.

• With the help of horses, transportation was 
greatly improved when the Canadian Northern 
Railway was built in 1905 through Fort 
Saskatchewan, and the Grand Trunk Pacific in 
1909 through Deville, North Cooking Lake, 
Ardrossan, Bremner and Clover Bar.

• Horses were also used in building Highway 14 
along the original Cooking Lake Trail in 1920, 
Wye Road in 1929 and the Cooking Lake 
Seaplane Base in 1935.

• With the break out of World War I in 1914, 
many ranchers raised horses for the war effort 
as the military provided a ready market. 
Draught horses for farm work, then, were in 
short supply, and farmers began to consider 
machinery to do the work. The war changed 
how farmers operated.

• Between 1915 and 1920, Model-T Fords 
became common and roads were improved to 
accommodate car and horse traffic. Even after 
the introduction of steam engines and tractors, 
horses continued to be used for many work 
activities. Tractors became common for some 
work in the 1920s but during the ’30s, with 
no money for gas, a demand for good horses 
returned. 

• As early as 1917, farmers and ranchers used 
the Cooking Lake Forest Reserve as summer 
pasture for their livestock. Pressure on the 
grazing land forced the government to limit 
the head of cattle and horses on the reserve 
to 6,000. The Blackfoot Grazing Reserve was 
carved out of the Cooking Lake Forest Reserve 
in 1920.

• Deville Cooking Lake picnics included 
horseback races and activities. Colchester, 
Josephburg and Ardrossan agricultural societies 
built gymkhana and outdoor arenas for horse 
events.

Following is a selection of photos, showing many ways 
horses contributed to daily life 100 or more years 
ago. The core of this research was provided by Wendy 
Zelt, president of the Strathcona All-Breed Horse 
Association (SAHA). The association—a non-profit 
organization that promotes education and safety in 
the care, handling and enjoyment of horses—received 
a grant to create the History of Horses photo exhibit 
displayed for the 10th annual Horse Showcase and 
Strathcona Celebrates event in 2013. 

Horses in Strathcona County today
• With over 6,200 horses (Horse Count 2011), 

Strathcona County has the second highest 
number of horses of any municipality in 
Alberta and has one of the highest per capita 
in Canada. Horses and horse-related industries 
provide millions of dollars to the County’s 
economy.

• While the three most common breeds in 
the County are Quarterhorse, Arabian and 
Thoroughbred, there are over 30 additional 
breeds represented here.

• A large variety of horse activities take place 
in the County. These include: Thoroughbred 
and Standardbred race training, horse shows, 
jumping, dressage, reining, rodeos, 4H horse 
clubs, pony club, gymkhana, breeding, harness 
racing, plowing contests, driving, ranching, 
chuck wagon racing, vaulting, trick horses, sleigh 
rides and trail rides.  

• Local riders and horses in all disciplines have 
won provincial, national and international 
acclaim.


